THE  AGE  OF  REASON
himself he disliked and mistrusted in others. His task
was to let the generation that had been divided by the
Revolution die out, and another which only knew the
flesh-pots of Whig rule grow up in its place. Un-
happily for England, the result of this was a stagnation
and an apathy which proved a forcing-ground for abuses
which the statesmen of a later age had the greatest
difficulty in eradicating. The Englishman is by nature
lazy, and glad of an excuse for doing nothing: Walpole
made apathy a political virtue.
It would have been difficult for any man holding
these views to have attracted disinterested support, and
Walpole signally failed.
"He seemed to aim always at getting people to behave
like rational human beings, at showing them the folly
of running after will-o'-the-wisps or flying into a
passion. On the other hand, his words rarely touched
their imaginations, still more rarely their consciences.
He had little to say about such themes as patriotism,
prestige or national glory, and was never heard dis-
coursing on the duty of self-sacrifice or the love of
humanity. Walpole had probably a clearer under-
standing of Everyman in his Everyday humour than
any statesman who has ever' governed England; but
he appears to have had little or no perception of those
inward passionate feelings, those tremendous hidden
forces, which the elder Pitt, and the younger, and
Charles James Fox, each in his different way, knew so
well how to evoke and inspire."1
For this reason Walpole found, towards the end of his
career, all the rising young men banded against him.
1 Oliver, F. S.: The Endless Adventure, Vol. I, pp. 15-16.
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